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SUB J : ZAMBIAN FOREIGN MINISTER'S VIEWS ON SOUTHERN 
AFRICA 

1 . THIS MESSAGE SUMMARIZES PORTIONS OF FOREIGN 
MINISTER MWALE'S APRIL 10 CONVERSATION WITH UNGA 
PRESIDENT AMERASINGHE AND USUN OFFICER HIRSCH 
DEALING WITH THE ZAMBIAN APPROACH TO THE STRUGGLE 
AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA AND RHODESIA AND HIS VIEW OF THE 
CARTER ADMINISTRATION'S AFRICAN POLICY. (MWALE'S VIEWS 
ON THE UK ROLE AND THE OWEN/THOMSON VISIT TO LUSAKA 
HAVE BEEN TRANSMITTED SEPTEL.) 

2. THE ZAMBIAN APPROACH TO SOUTHERN AFRICA - MWALE 
SAID THAT ZAMBIA HAS GONE ALL OUT IN THE LAST 1 1 YEARS 
TO SUPPORT THE STRUGGLE AGAINST RHODESIAN AND SOUTH 
AFRICA. ZAMBIA HAS LOST MORE MEN IN SUPPORTING THESE 
INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS THAN IT HAD IN ITS OWN WAR OF 
INDEPENDENCE. ZAMBIA HAS LOST MORE THAN $600 MILLION 
SINCE 1967 IN CAPITAL FUNDS DIVERTED FROM ITS OWN DEVELOP- 
MENT IN SUPPORTING THE STRUGGLE AGAINST RHODESIA AND 
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SOUTH AFRICA. 

3. ZAMBIA, MWALE CONTINUED, WILL NOT ATTACK SOUTH AFRICA 
DIRECTLY. THE BLACK AFRICANS KNOW FULL WELL THAT THE 
SAG HAS MILITARY SUPERIORITY. MOREOVER, VORSTER WOULD 
ACTUALLY WELCOME AN AFRICAN INVASION BECAUSE THIS WOULD 
ENABLE HIM TO DEPICT HIMSELF TO THE INTERNATIONAL COM- 
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MUNITY AS THE AGGRIEVED PARTY. THE ONLY VIABLE APPROACH 
NOW IS ARMED STRUGGLE FROM WITHIN AND ZAMBIA FULLY SUP- 
PORTS THE EFFORTS OF THE LIBERATION MOVEMENTS. THE 
GENEVA TALKS, IN WHICH THE LIBERATION MOVEMENTS HAD 
PARTICIPATED. WERE ONE ASPECT OF THIS ARMED STRUGGLE. 

4. THE SITUATION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, MW ATE SAID, CON- 
STITUTED A GENUINE THREAT TO INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND 
SECURITY. IT COULD EVEN LEAD TO NUCLEAR WAR. SOME 
COUNTRIES STILL DID NOT APPRECIATE THE GRAVITY OF THE 
SITUATION, DEDUCING FROM STATISTICS THAT SOUTH AFRICA 
AND RHODESIA REMAINED UNBEATABLE. THIS APPROACH IGNORES 
THE HUMAN FACTOR AND REPEATS A MISTAKE WHICH HAS BEEN 
MADE IN OTHER AREAS OF THE WORLD. 

5. THE WESTERN PRESS AND AFRICA - MWALE EXPRESSED 
STRONG DISSATISFACTION WITH WHAT HE CHARACTERIZED AS 
THE DOUBLE STANDARD OF MORALITY OF THE WESTERN PRESS IN 
DEALING WITH SOUTHERN AFRICA. THE RECENT MURDER OF 700 
ZAMBIANS BY THE RHODESIAN ARMY, HE SAID, HAD RECEIVED 
VIRTUALLY NO COVERAGE IN THE WEST. IN CONTRAST, AMIN'S 
MURDER OF MRS DORA BLOCH HAD RECEIVED EXTENSIVE ATTEN- 
TION IN THE WESTERN PRESS. 

6. THE US ROLE - SPEAKING TO MWALE ALONE AFTER AMERASINGHE 
LEFT, HIRSCH RECALLED THAT HE HAD BRIEFED ZAMBIAN UN 

REP KAMANA ON APRIL 8 ON THE FIVE POWER DEMARCHE ON 
NAMIBIA. THE US, HE NOTED, WAS COMMITTED TO TRYING TO 
BRING ABOUT A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THE COMPLEX PROBLEMS 
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OF SOUTH AFRICA. MWALE SAID THAT HE APPRECIATED THAT 
THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION WAS INDEED TRYING TO MOVE THE 
SITUATION FORWARD. THE REPEAL OF THE BYRD AMENDMENT 
WAS A "FEATHER IN THE CAP" OF THE NEW ADMINISTRATION. 

MWALE ADDED THAT HE RECOGNISED THAT AMERICAN POLICY 
TOWARDS SOUTHERN AFRICA DEPENDED NOT ONLY ON THE ADMIN- 
ISTRATION BUT ALSO ON THE CONGRESS AND OTHER GROUPS. HE 
WAS HOPEFUL THAT THE ADMINISTRATION WOULD CONTINUE TO 
PURSUE A NEW APPROACH OF WHICH THE FIRST POSITIVE SIGNS 
WERE ALREADY EVIDENT. 

7. MWALE SAID THAT AMBASSADOR YOUNG HAD TAKEN ON A 
TOUGH ASSIGNMENT IN ACCEPTING THE UN AMBASSADORSHIP. 

HE RECALLED WITH GREAT PLEASURE THEIR RECENT MEETING IN 
ZANZIBAR. HE SAID THAT HE HAD GREAT RESPECT FOR YOUND 
BECAUSE HE WAS A MAN OF PRINCIPLE. THIS WAS NOT A 
MATTER OF RACE BUT OF VALUES. IN CONCLUDING THE CON- 
VERSATION, MWALE ASKED HIRSCH TO EXTEND HIS WARM 
PERSONAL REGARDS TO AMBASSADOR YOUNG. HE LOOKED FORWARD 
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TO MEETING HIM AGAIN ON HIS NEXT VISIT TO NEW YORK FOR 
THE 3 2ND UNGA. 

SCHNEIDER 

NOTE BY OCT: NOT PASSED. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN POLICY POSITION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 11 -Apr-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977NEWDE05138 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 25-0491 
Format: TEL 
From: NEW DELHI 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770469/aaaaciex.tel 

Line Count: 121 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 4eb72fa7-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2841838 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ZAMBIAN FOREIGN MINISTERYS VIEWS ON SOUTHERN AFRICA 
TAGS: PFOR, ZA, US, SF, (MWALE, SITEKE) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/4eb72fa7-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



